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During the entire 20th Century the pew hymnal for the Christian Reformed Church denomination

("Reformed" in this case meaning "Dutch-heritage Calvinist") was always called the PSALTER

HYMNAL. This gray 1987 version is the most recent -- and probably last -- of the series, and one of

the most content-rich hymnals I have ever seen. It contains a complete musicalized Psalter, all 150

Psalms set to music including the ones that are rarely included, like no. 49, many of them based on

the 16th-Century Genevan Psalter. Conveniently, the Psalms lead the music section, so that Psalm

40 is entry no. 40, and so on.The main body of hymns here is WONDERFUL! Great choices. As you

would expect, many of them are traditionally German, and a few are specifically Dutch, such as "A

Shout Rings Out, A Joyful Voice" (including the Dutch lyrics "Daar Juicht En Toon"); and "Come and

Stand Amazed, You People" (KOMT VERWONDERT). But there are many modern hymns and

songs from other sources, too, such as "Lord, I Want To Be A Christian (In My Heart)," "Lift High the

Cross," "Let All Things Now Living," "The Lord Is Risen Indeed," a lovely harmonization of "Brother

James' Air" using the words of the 23rd Psalm, and "Bless His Holy Name." The third part of the

hymnal includes historic covenants specific to the Christian Reformed Church: the Belgic

Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of Dort. Small wonder that this volume adds

up to a flat 1,100 pages.But all this wonderfulness may be coming to an end.
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